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President’s Report 
Dymphny Dronyk 
 
My report this year is eerily similar to last year – and this is a sign of success and stability. Not that nothing has 
been done or that there isn’t much news – but that we are working hard, together, to keep our organization on 
track and flourishing. 
 
As always, we are doing a lot of programming across this vast country of ours with marginal funding and barely 
adequate human resourcing, and are doing all of it with creativity and dedication. We continue to ask ourselves 
difficult questions about our collective objectives and, most critically, about how to stay relevant to our members, 
and how to grow that membership as well as our programming.  As usual our aspirations are constrained by tough 
realities, and often it feels like we disappoint more people than we please.  We have to operate within our means, 
and those means get leaner all the time. We know these concerns are echoed by our sister organizations. What 
matters is to persevere, to stay nimble, to adapt.  
 
As I step into the Past President position, I want to thank our loyal and gracious staff, and our tenacious, generous 
National Council for their continued commitment to the League. They all have brought their vision, tenacity, and 
wise and inspiring minds to collaborate on our collective goals. Together we are strong. I am grateful for, and 
humbled by, the support they have shown me throughout my time on the Council. It is wonderful that there is so 
much continuity on the National Council for our next term because it means we can seamlessly work towards our 
goals, with a steadfast and well informed group. Your new Council will serve you well, and I promise to actively 
fulfill the duties of my new role.  
 
This past year has been focussed on enhancing our existing programs and ensuring that we have sound policies 
and procedures in place for each of our tasks and objectives, and that the tools we use to communicate with our 
members and run our organization are as effective as they need to be. To that end we have worked on revamping 
the membership database, rejuvenating our social media presence, and re-establishing the processes that set us 
up for success – such as sound policies for our investment funds, and clear terms of reference for our committees. 
We are also revisiting the Strategic Plan we worked so hard to build, and creating more reliable execution 
strategies in order to achieve the goals outlined within it. Revitalization only comes to fruition if there is a sound 
balance between dreaming and doing.  
 
We are pleased that our membership continues at a consistent number, and we are grateful to our Membership 
Committees who review applications at a steady pace. While we have healthy number of new members, we also 
recognize that more effort needs to be made to retain our members year to year as our organization needs to 
source improved ways to generate much-needed revenue. One of the key goals of our Strategic Plan is the 
recruitment and retention of members. We are also developing a Fundraising Committee, and encourage our 
members to participate in our various fundraising endeavours, including our P.K. Page Trust Fund. 
 
We are delighted to continue to expand on collaborations to bring our membership more complex and meaningful 
professional development during our annual conferences. We believe that this year’s joint conference in Winnipeg 
with The Writers’ Union of Canada is a great example of how pooling resources can create wonderful synergies. 
“Write – The Canadian Writers Summit” (at Harbourfront, June 16-19, 2016) that combines an impressive number 
of national and provincial literary organizations, will prove to be a legendary conference.  
 
National Poetry Month, now in its 17th year, once again celebrated poetry, in its many styles and voices, all across 
the land – in bookstores and cafés, on a cross-country PoeTrain, at poetry festivals and in lofts and living rooms.  
 
We owe Bruce Rice much gratitude, as he again championed of the Mayors’ Poetry Challenge, which is a key 
component of National Poetry Month celebrations. 2015 was our most successful year yet. Bruce, our staff, and 
Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi and his staff spearheaded the outreach to 70 Mayors all over our amazing country – 
to share poetry in official municipal events. The Challenge included 15 Poets Laureate, 80 poets, and 38 
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communities also declared March 21 as Unesco World Poetry Day. Here’s a fun fact (with thanks to Bruce for 
providing these numbers): this means that the combined population of the participating communities is 13.6 
million, or almost 40% of the Canada's population! Poetry to the people – YES! 
 
Our efforts to compile a collection of the first ten Anne Szumigalski lectures, published together with University of 
Regina Press, ran into a series of significant delays. Measures of Astonishment will now be published early in 2016, 
and will include all lectures up to and including 2015. The expanded anthology will now be launched during 
National Poetry Month 2016, with additional special celebrations at the Summit in Toronto in June. 
 
Thank you to our jurors, our many volunteers, our passionate membership, and our funders. It has been an honour 
to serve you. 
 
Executive Director’s Report  
Joanna Zofia Poblocka 
 
We’re taking on yet another turn in our growth as an organization and some of our biggest changes have taken 
place in the last few years at the League of Canadian Poets. The organization focused on getting out of its financial 
deficit in 2012, and in 2014 showed an excess of revenue over expenses. We were able to achieve this due to 
keeping operating costs low, as well as by receiving an increase in donations and operating grant revenue. Around 
the same time we were also able to establish two restricted funds: the Jessamy Stursberg Youth Contest Fund and 
the PK Page Trust Fund. In both cases, we’re able to use the investment income (the annual interest) for our Youth 
Contest prizes, and most recently the National Council made a motion that the PK Page funding will help support 
the implementation of a mentorship program in the near future. We’ll keep our members updated as the details 
are worked out. We’re also currently working towards creating a contingency fund, which is extremely important 
for us as a not for profit arts group. Overall, financially and organizationally we are moving forward in the right 
direction. 
 
Along with our financial update, we’re happy to announce that our new database management system, on 
Membee, has been completely installed and we have been able to send out our membership invoices via email this 
year. This resulted in lots of positive feedback from you, and we’re grateful to hear that it was a relatively easy 
process.  
 
All of our artistic programming was successful this past year. We take pride in knowing that even despite our 
financial challenges we kept all of our artistic programming running smoothly.  We were able to respond to the 
needs of our members in a timely and efficient manner due to the amazing work of our staff who manage the 
readings programs and communicate with hundreds of poets, hosts and schools every week.  
 
In addition to a great National Poetry Month 2014, we also took the Mayor’s City Challenge to the next level, with 
74 communities participating; it was the most successful challenge to date. Thank you to Bruce Rice, Dymphny and 
our amazing staff, Barbara and Ingel who worked so hard on making this happen.  
 
This up-coming fiscal year will be an exciting one for the League of Canadian Poets. We’re going to revisit our 
strategic planning goals and directions, refreshing our planning directions and options, and exploring how we can 
move the organization forward. The strategic plan is an ‘organic’ document, something we can always re-work 
depending on the needs of the organization and the external factors, and we’d like to stay flexible as we move 
through it. This will make it easier to adapt to changes. With our current dynamic board, which includes a diversity 
of perspectives and voices, and a supportive environment, this will be a great time to revisit our goals. Throughout 
the planning we will also be asking: what has changed since our last plan, what are our current needs? What are 
our priorities in the next couple of years, and the next five? A significant part of the planning sessions will be to 
hear from our members and we encourage you to participate in the membership survey; we look forward to 
hearing from you.  
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Last but not least, I’d like to extend a huge thank you to our wonderful staff, Ingel Madrus and Barbara Erochina, 
who have provided amazing support this year. Along with this gratitude, I’d like to especially recognize Ingel as 
she’ll be leaving the League of Canadian Poets at the end of June to explore other life adventures. Ingel and I have 
worked together for over ten years and have developed not only a very close working relationship, but also a 
wonderful, deep friendship; I’ll miss her greatly. I know we’ll continue to be friends, but it’ll be sad not to see her 
every day. Thank you, Ingel for all your hard work, ideas, advice, support and friendship. I wish you all the best on 
your new path, and look forward to hearing the updates. 
 
Also, I’d like to thank our outgoing president, Dymphny Dronyk, for all of her support and advice in the last couple 
of years.  I have learned a lot from working with Dymphny, valuable knowledge that I’ll always be able to apply, 
and I’m very grateful to her.  
 
And last but not least, thank you to our National Council---what an enthusiastic and passionate group--, and thanks 
to all of our members, supporters, funders and the poetry community for the on-going support. The League of 
Canadian Poets couldn’t exist without you!  
 
Assistant Director’s Report 
Ingel Madrus 
 
New Database 
Through a generous one-time capital grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, the League was able to 
implement a new fully web-based membership software platform. Membee was designed specifically for the 
needs of associations and membership-based organizations with a smaller group of staff members. Highlights 
include the new membership directory pages, with wide-ranging search functions, as well as new online e-billing 
for membership dues, among many other new features. And many more to discover. 
 
Awards 
There were 71 new books of poetry by League members submitted for the Raymond Souster Award, 109 books by 
Canadian woman for the Pat Lowther Memorial Award and 60 first books of poetry submitted to the Gerald 
Lampert Memorial Award. We would like to thank all the juries for enthusiastically embracing the immense task of 
reading and selecting the winners and shortlists from an extraordinary selection of new books by Canadian poets.  
 
Raymond Souster Award Jury: Micheline Maylor, D.C. Reid and Susan McMaster 
Pat Lowther Memorial Award Jury: Di Brandt, Candice James and Concetta Principe 
Gerald Lampert Memorial Award Jury: Sonja Greckol, David Seymour and Charles Mountford 

 
Sheri-D Wilson Golden Beret Award: Thank you to Sheri-D Wilson, bill bissett and Moe Clark, for carefully selected 
the winner among the 10 very impressive nominations. 
 
Membership 
The membership committee worked diligently again this year, reviewing and accepting 27 new full and 12 
associate membership applications. Thank you Anne Burke, membership committee chair, and Bernice Lever, 
Concetta Principe, Ian Ferrier and Tanya Evanson for your dedication and thoughtful evaluation of all the new 
membership applications. 
 
Reading Programs 
Canada Poetry Tours, funded by the Canada Council for the Arts, funded 110 half/joint readings and 78 full/solo 
readings for a total of 188 readings across Canada. The League paid $32,875.00 in reading fees and $23,103.66 in 
travel expenses, for a total of $55,978.66, paid directly to member poets. 99 member poets participated in this 
program.  
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The Readings in Public Places program, funded by the Toronto Arts Council, distributes funding for readings 
amongst the electoral wards of Toronto. Currently 22% of League members live in the Toronto area. League 
members living outside of Toronto also took the opportunity to participate in the program while visiting or touring. 
There were a total of 34 readings booked this fiscal year and $3,400 paid directly to the poets. 24 poets were 
participated in the program.  
 
Poets in the Schools, funded by the Ontario Arts Council, distributes funds to poets for classrooms visits across the 
province of Ontario. There were 34 half days and 44 full days booked this fiscal year. $32,000 was paid directly to 
poets, which included fees for Young Poets Week (LCP pays full fee) and Northern schools (LCP pays full fee + 
travel). 24 members participated in the Poets in the Schools program this fiscal year. 
 
National Poetry Month readings, funded by the Canada Council for the Arts, provided funding for readings during 
the month of April. In 2014, National Poetry Month celebrated the success of the Mayor’s Poetry City Challenge. 
Building on the success of the challenge, the theme for the National Poetry Month events was Poetry City. 
$8625.00 was paid out to poets, which covered 70 readings, featuring 65 poets across Canada. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – 2015 Annual Statements 
Ray Mitchell 
 
The financial status of the League ended the year in relatively the same position as the end of 2014. 
This is reflected in the following statements: 
 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
 
-The cash position of the League increased from $106,000 in 2014 to $173,000 in 2015; however, the increase was 
a result of an increase in grants received in advance of $55,000 and an increase in annual fees paid in advance of 
$11,000. This represents a $66,000 cash increase which a lost all of the increase year over year. 
 
The cash position when increased by the term deposit shown in current assets is $190,000. If you add to the grants 
in advance and fees in advance (which total $153,000 this year) the unrestricted net assets shown at the bottom of 
the statement of $42,000 you arrive at $195,000. Thus our advance funding and our surplus make up almost the 
entirety of the cash. 
 
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
 
The net result of the operations for the year is reflected in the “bottom line”... coincidently at the bottom of the 
statement which shows an excess of $400. Thus it can be seen our revenues and expenses almost netted out for 
the year. We had planned for a surplus of $8,000 but as membership newswire $6000 below plan the budget was 
not met. Overall our revenues of $371,000 were $2000 over plan but this is a bit misleading as the Department of 
Heritage grant was increased over expectations by $6000 which amount will be reduced in subsequent years so a 
gain is not the net three year result. 
 
Expenses were $9000 over plan and $10,000 higher than last year. This is primarily due to higher administration 
costs, principally staff related costs and the cost of new computer systems. 
 
Toronto Report 
Kate Marshall Flaherty    
 
It has been a pleasure to have been a part of the LCP team this, my first, year as Toronto Rep. and I look forward to 
future years. Here are this year’s highlights: 
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In September, I attended an East End Youth and Community Poetry Event, with Toronto’s Poet Laureate George 
Elliott Clarke, spoken word artist Dwayne Morgan, and a youth slam team. I gave a workshop of writing from 
within, and promoted the League to the participants and young poets. 
 
In October, I became one of the Toronto PoeTrain team along with Marsha Barber, Kent Bowman, Nik Beat and 
Mary Elizabeth Grace, meeting monthly to support and promote David Brydges’ vision of a train of poets across 
Canada. Sadly, the death of Nik Beat diverted out attention for a couple of months to creating a memorial 
celebration of his music and poetry. Mary Elizabeth moved to England, so Patrick Connors joined the team that 
ultimately helped make the PoeTrain a reality. Ryerson University donated a cultural robot that printed poetry (!) 
 
Over the winter, I was judge for three poetry contests that gave readings for winners where I was able to promote 
the League. 
 
In March, I connected with the Toronto Reference Library about supporting Vancouver poet Brian Brett who will 
become the first Toronto Library Poet in Residence in 2016. I hope to have more Toronto poetry events in libraries. 
 
I read in April at National Poetry Month readings with Geroge Elliotte Clarke, Sue Goyette, Ronna Bloom, Merle 
Amodea, Donna Langevin, Ian Burgham and Keith Garibean—I hope to have a Toronto fundraiser for the League 
next April, reaching out particularly to new LCP members. 
 
I will be working with Senior Poets at Applegrove Community Centre again this summer, hoping to encourage 
several of the published poets to become members. 
 
I have been a Poet in the Schools in several Toronto and area High Schools, promoting the League and youth 
contest. I hope to be back as the Cobalt Poet in the Schools for the Spring Pulse Poetry Festival next year, 
connecting Toronto and Northern Ontario poets. 
 
I have been co-hosting a monthly Multicultural Poetry series with Iranian-Canadian poet Banoo Zan, Shab e She’er, 
a series that reaches out to people of all ethnicities and orientations, and promotes bold new poetic voices. 
I also assisted in a wonderful fundraising event for the poet train that featured Georgia Elliott Clarke, Robert Priest 
and Max Layton. 
 
I hope to be working in the fall with the Toronto Writers Collective, a non-profit organization that facilitates guided 
writing and poetry sessions for marginalized voices. I will also be volunteering at Quattro Books from spring 2015 
to lend support and gain experience. I hope to continue to promote poetry and the League as Toronto Rep. and am 
grateful to work with such an amazing council. 
 
Ontario Report  
Anna Yin 

1. I have continued attending many events by our friends or members to support them and to promote 
poetry, such as 100,000 Poets for Changes, TOPS’ readings, our members’ book launch, The Souster Steps 
plaque unveiling event, poetry and music for Culture Days in Mississauga, read at Toronto International 
Book Fair with Toronto Poet Laureate George Elliott Clarke, Best Canadian Poetry with Black Moss reading 
series etc. By doing this I have reached out and bring new groups into poetry circles. 

2. I have resumed translating Canadian poets’ works into Chinese and some were published in USA; others 
have been submitted and are waiting for a response. 

3. I have continued promoting Poets in Schools and Youth Poetry contests and written to several school 
boards in Jan 2015. I was glad to host Poetry Alive workshops and received good feedback which was 
reported in Mississauga Newspaper. 
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4. Last year, I was invited by Brick Books to promote their project: Celebration of Canadian Poetry, I wrote a 
story for that and also translated it into Chinese and got these published in Chinese communities in 
Canada and Taiwan in March, 2015.  

5. The Living Library Project at University of Toronto Mississauga invited me again to be a Living Book to 
discuss with their students about how to get published. I was glad to share some tips and my experiences.  

6. The 2015 National Poetry Month was another great success after 2014. There were many events across 
Ontario by our members, from Sarnia and Windsor to Ottawa and Barrie. The Major one is PoeTrain 
project. There were both our members and other groups joining this project across the country. David C. 
Brydges will report this separately. I could not attend the project since I was reading in USA, attending the 
2015 Austin International Poetry Festival as an International Feature poet, there I hosted Poetry Alive 
workshop and promoted the Food and Poetry theme of the League. Later I was invited to the University of 
Pennsylvania to give a talk: Poetry as Hope – After Percy Bysshe Shelley. 

7. Invited by George Elliott Clarke, Gioanna Riccio and I presented our poetry for Toronto Poetry Map 
Launch at Toronto Reference Library on April 15, 2015. This allowed us to be connected with other 
groups, especially youth groups in Toronto. This project initiated by George has gained the attentions of 
many media including Chinese language media. 

8. Invited by Idea Exchange (formerly the Cambridge Libraries and Galleries), I served as a judge for the 
2015 Poem-A-Day Poetry contest and presented the winning poems and met the winners on April 17, 
2015 and some winners will join our Chinese and Canadian Poets reading event on June 20, 2015. 

9. I plan to attend The Griffin Trust For Excellence In Poetry event as an observer on June 3, 2015. 
10. George Elliott Clarke and I am organizing Chinese and Canadian Poets reading event to celebrate the life 

of the great ancient Chinese poet Qu Yuan. Many fine poets will join us: Richard Greene, Cathy Petty, 
Molly Peacock, Bruce Meyer, Catherine Graham, John.b. Lee, Kateri Lanthier, Clara Blackwood, John 
Oughton, Patrick Connors, Kate Marshall , James dealh, Norma West Linder, Bob Black, Norman Cristofoli, 
Niki koulouris, Heather Roberts Cadsby and Chinese poets, musicians etc. We are glad to be sponsored by 
the League and the Chinese Professionals Association of Canada (CPAC) and Toronto Public Library. I have 
made a poem/photo slide show for this event and later there will be video clips of this that CCNEWS 
( http://www.ccnews.ca/) will film.  

In summary, I am happy that poetry is going well in our region and there are new members and returning 
members joining the League.  I will be happy to continue to work with others to further the interests of the League 
in the community, and make every effort to contact members well in advance of events and concerns. I wish all 
members great success in their endeavors in the future.  
 
AB Report 
Kimmy Beach 
 
It's an honour to take over the position of Alberta Representative for the League of Canadian Poets. I came on 
board in February 2105, so this report is not comprehensive. 
 
I've been active at the AB LCP Facebook page, and am looking for more members to sign up there and share their 
news and events. 
 
The Potluck LCP fundraiser in Calgary at Loft 112 on April 18th was a great success, and I was thrilled to read with 
our special guest from South Africa, Helen Moffett. Peter Midgley and I read our poetry with Helen in Red Deer on 
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the 20th to a standing-room-only crowd. My heartfelt thanks to Dymphny Dronyk, Lisa Murphy-Lamb, and the staff 
at the LCP office for their help in hosting Helen. 
  
I'm in the process of setting up an LCP fundraiser of my own in late summer or early fall, either at my local 
independent (Sunworks) or in my backyard. I plan to ask Jenna Butler to join me as she lives in Red Deer now, as 
well as other members who might be willing to make the trip up or down to Red Deer to read as well.  
 
In member news, ALICE MAJOR'S new collection, Standard Candles, will be published this fall by the University of 
Alberta Press, MONICA KIDD'S new Gaspereau Press collection, The Year of Our Beautiful Exile, will be released this 
spring, Jenna Bulter's collection of essays, A Profession of Hope: Farming Along the Edge of the Grizzly Trail, if 
forthcoming from Wolsak&Wynn this fall, and CATHERINE MCLAUGHLIN reports that Tito's hosts a monthly poetry 
night, every third Tuesday in Grande Prairie.  
 
SK Report 
Tracy Hamon 
 
In 2014, I took over the role of SK Rep from Bruce Rice. Poetry in Saskatchewan continues to flourish, and our 
poets continue to write, thrive and grow in numbers. I’d like to extend a hearty thanks to Bruce for his integral role 
in helping to administer the fourth year of the Mayor’s Poetry City Challenge. As the creator of the program, 
Bruce’s administrative role was a huge help as the Challenge made the transition to become a full program of the 
LCP. In Regina, Gerald Hill read on of his Hillsdale poems into council minutes.  
 
While there were many events and readings and occasions of poetry (and often ideas for new occasions), here’s a 
brief summary of events/announcements. 
 
WIR 
Saskatoon was fortunate this year to have John Donlan as the Writer in Residence. John took part in Writing North, 
a two day festival of writing that took place in January at the University of Saskatchewan, The Word on the Street 
and other special events, and he was instrumental in providing opportunities for visiting poets and participants to 
be showcased and to read in Saskatoon.  
 
Festivals 
Visiting Manitoba poets and LCP members Alison Calder and Dennis Cooley were guests at The Word on the Street 
festival. This festival continues to thrive and include a great mix of writers. The Cathedral Village Arts Festival 
showcased numerous authors throughout the week, including youth, spoken word, and the Get Lit event.  
 
Poet Laureate 
In addition to publishing a new book of poetry Homage to Happiness, Judith Krause continued in her role as the 
Poet Laureate in Saskatchewan, travelling throughout the province in 2014-15 to events, festivals such as the 
Saskatchewan Festival of Words, the Cathedral Village Arts Festival and at special ceremonies, such as the 
Saskatchewan Book Awards which were held on April 25.  
 
Saskatchewan Book Awards 
This year, shortlisted LCP members were Judith Krause for Homage to Happiness, dee Hobsbawn-Smith (two 
nominations) for Wildness Rushing In, Bruce Rice for The Trouble with Beauty, Robert Currie for Living with the 
Hawk and Tracy Hamon for Red Curls. Bruce Rice, former SK Rep won the Saskatchewan Arts Board Poetry Award 
at the Saskatchewan Book Awards, and Red Curls won the Regina Book Award.  
 
Poetry Month 
The Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild’s Poetry month reading at Government House saw a phenomenal crowd of 
almost 130 in attendance to see all three short-listed authors, Judith Krause (in her official capacity of Poet 
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Laureate), Bruce Rice, and dee Hobsbawn-Smith. The Lt. Governor began the evening by reading a poem from 
Cassidy McFadzean’s first book of poetry, Hacker Packer. 
 
dee Hobsbawn-Smith  held a fundraiser for Slow Food in celebration of National Poetry Month and the theme of 
food. “Food Works: Plums in the icebox” was a Saskatoon reading that included many LCP members past and 
present.  
 
Poetry month also saw Prince Albert poet and former LCP SK Rep Lynda Monahan celebrate the launch of her third 
book of poetry Verge.  
 
Atlantic Report 
John J. Guiney Yallop 
 
I am honoured to have served the second year of a two-year term as Atlantic Representative for the League of 
Canadian Poets. Due to some immediate and relatively long-term commitments, I will not be seeking another term 
at this time.  
 
I want to thank the membership of the League for the opportunity to serve on National Council, and I wish to 
acknowledge, with admiration and gratitude, the very generous contributions I have witnessed over these past 
two years from my colleagues on National Council. A big thank-you, as well, to the staff at the LCP office; you make 
serving on National Council a pleasurable educational experience.  
 
To the wonderful poets in Atlantic Canada: Thank-you for sharing some of your poetry and stories with me. 
Growing up among you inspired me to write. I feel that I am still growing up among you, and I continue to be 
inspired by your work. I would ask you each to invite one other poet in Atlantic Canada to join the League of 
Canadian Poets; we need to continue to expand this circle of celebration and community. Now, for the rest of this 
report, the spotlight is on you and your work.    
 
Dianne Hicks Morrow, PEI Poet Laureate, continues to host her monthly Open Mic for the public, held at the 
Haviland Club in Charlottetown. This well-attended event has a featured reader, or two, each night, as well as the 
opportunity for others to sign up for the open mic portion of the evening. Dianne has had to limit the open mic to 
ten readers, and encourages new readers each time. Featured readers since June 2014 were: poet John Smith; 
actor and writer Laurel Smyth; poet, biographer, and memoirist Richard Lemm; former PEI Poet Laureate David 
Helwig and poet Judy Gaudet; former PEI Poet Laureate Hugh MacDonald; journalist and poet Rod Weatherbie; 
and poets John MacKenzie, Ivy Wigmore, Douglas Malcolm, Brent Maclaine, and Allan Cooper.  

Another highlight was writing and reading a humorous tribute poem for Stephen Lewis, who gave the Symons 
Medal Lecture at the Confederation Centre of the Arts in November. 
 
Dianne also participated in Reading Town and Authors for Indies Day events in May. 
 
Janet Fraser’s second poetry collection Shiftless was published by Guernica Editions in the fall of 2014. It was 
launched at the Fog Lit Festival in Saint John and in Toronto. She was a featured reader at UNB’s Lorenzo Reading 
Series. Featured readings for 2015 include the Ship Inn in St. John’s on April 5 and also WordSpring in Moncton. 
 
Joe Blades' latest publication is November Poems (Dusie & BS Poetry Society, 2015) produced for the Dusie 
Kollektiv 8 exchange project. In January he gave a poetry presentation via Skype to two Canadian Studies classes at 
North University Centre in Baia Mare, Technical University of Cluj Napoca, Romania. 
 
In November 2014 Robert Hawkes had the following selection of his poems published: A STILL MORE PERFECT 
CLAY, poppy press, Fredericton, NB. An edition of poems from his previously published work, it consists of four 
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books housed in a box: A Frenzy of Bells (40 pp.), Where the Village Knelt (42 pp.), Orphans of Geography (31 pp.) 
and Archbishops Cranmer, Pole and Laud (37 pp.). 
 
Judy Gaudet’s book Conversation with Crows was published by Oberon Press Nov 2014. 
 
Mary Dalton's Hooking: A Book of Centos has received much favourable attention since being released in the 
spring of 2013. Singled out by The Globe and Mail and CBC Books as one of the top poetry books of the spring 
season, it was subsequently shortlisted for various awards, including the populist CBC Bookie Awards, the 
inaugural J.M. Abraham Award (the renamed Atlantic Poetry Award), and the national Fred Cogswell Award for 
Excellence in Poetry. 
Dalton was a reader at the Words Aloud Festival in Durham, Ontario, in the past fall, and is reading at Harvard 
University in 2015. A CD of songs inspired by Dalton's poem series "All the Clubs from Holyrood to Brigus" is being 
released in St. Louis, Missouri, at the end of May. A book of her prose writings, Edge: Essays, Reviews, Interviews, is 
forthcoming from Palimpsest in the fall of 2015. 
 
Chad Norman has just received word that his collection Learning To Settle Down will be part of the Fall list from 
Black Moss Press. He also has a major reading tour planned for this fall, which will take him to seven major cities 
throughout southwestern Ontario, to support the new collection. He will also release his first children’s 
book, Waking Up On the Wrong Side of the Sky, sometime this year as well. He had a reading April 7, at the new 
Halifax Central library, as part of National Poetry Month. 
 
BC/Yukon Report 
Sarah de Leeuw 
 
It seems fitting, having just returned from a poetry reading by Griffin Prize Finalist Russell Thornton, given in a 
“woodshed” on a nature reserve in the Okanagan Valley, that I am officially wrapping up my first year as 
BC/Yukon Representative for the League of Canadian Poets. 
 
Although I am looking forward to ongoing work with the League, it will be in the form of Vice---President, with a 
focus (hopefully) on additional dialogue about the League’s finances between and among those in governance and 
management positions. This is a personal goal of mine in the next twelve months: to streamline understandings 
about and interest in The League’s financial governance and well---being, along with increasing membership of 
BC/Yukon poets under the age of 30. 
 
Before I detail the specific efforts on that final goal, which is tied into recruiting a new BC/Yukon Representative 
(who is under the age of 30), a few notes on what I’ve done. In addition to sending out three electronic 
newsletters to BC/Yukon members (see  attached example), which included an array of details about readings, 
book launches, forthcoming publications, and general announcements about members as those 
announcements were sent to and collated by me, I have been active on social media making announcements on 
Facebook and Twitter about BC poets and their work – again, as members send me information. 
 
These communications seem to have been quite successful, resulting in people sending updates about their 
“poetic happenings” across the region, which were then collected and disseminated. In particular, it was 
heartening to note that Barbara Nickel (League member) let me know (in her words) that "the beloved BC poet 
Elise Partridge died earlier this year.” She asked that members across the west be made aware that Partridge’s 
new book, The Exiles’ Gallery (Anansi) was being released in April and that her friends and colleagues across the 
country were planning launches for it, in including a Vancouver launch. 
 
I have made one significant pitch for funding, approaching and having two meetings with Spectra Energy in BC. 
Unfortunately, they declined the request to support the League, despite having shown initial tentative interest in 
supporting a young poets’ award, or something of that ilk. It is another goal of mine, next year, to approach at 
least one other industry leader in the region to see if financial support for the League can’t be secured. 
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Perhaps three of the most concrete ways that I’ve involved poets and the League in regional activities was to: 

1. Partner with the Canadian Association of Medical Educators (CCME) and ensure that an event – which 
was officially “sponsored” (although in name only) by the LCP – brought together six writers/poet from 
BC (three of whom were league members) with more than 40 physicians across Canada in efforts to 
expand conversations about poetry and health. I think this will grow the potential of further 
partnerships like this in the future. 

2. Announce the creation and launch of a new journal (GeoHumanities) and, given that I am an Associate 
Editor, call for submissions. This has generated quite a bit of interest amongst members out here in the 
west. 

3. Host a Poetry Month “poetry dinner” in Kelowna, inviting as many local poets (and their poetry friends 
and students) as I could – many of the invites and attendees were League members, including Nancy 
Holmes, Sharon Thesen and Matt Radar. More than 15 people showed up and, in addition to Poetry 
Month being chatted about, I promoted the League and encouraged membership. 

 
On slightly sadder news, I was disheartened to learn that the major sponsors (two labour unions) of BC oldest 
and most prestigious poetry prize (The BC Book Prize, Dorothy Livesay Award) have stepped aware from 
sponsoring the award. This was due to a lack of financial ability, but does signal, I think, how precarious funding 
to the arts (and especially poetry – the two donors continued to support a fiction and non---fiction award) 
continues to be in, both in BC/Yukon and across Canada more broadly. 

 
I will round out this annual report with the TERRIFIC news that Kayla Czaga, BC poet and author of “For Your 
Own Safety Please Hold On,” has agreed to stand for BC/Yukon representative nomination. Kayla Czaga is an 
accomplished young poet who, while she currently lives in Vancouver, is originally from rural northwest coast 
British Columbia (Kitimat). This, I am confident, gives her a certain “geographic scope” and will allow her to 
connect with poets across the province. Also, she is under 30 and I think will bring fresh new ideas to the League 
– along with new perspectives on reaching out to a younger generations of poets. 

 
In sum, then, I have had a good first year with The League of Canadian Poets and am looking forward to 2015-2016. 

 

Manitoba Report 
Kelly-Anne Riess 
 
Speaking on behalf of all LCP Manitoba members, welcome to Winnipeg for this year’s AGM. I hope you are 
enjoying your time here in central Canada and have found time to enjoy all that the city has to offer, such as 
the new Canadian Museum for Human Rights. 
 
Also, happening concurrently with the LCP/TWUC conference is the Envoi Poetry Festival in downtown 
Winnipeg. Through this festival, founded and organized by LCP member Victor Enns, poetry events will be 
happening throughout the city through to June 5 with many LCP members scheduled to read at the festival. 
 
This year, Winnipeg welcomed the PoeTrain at the Fort Gary Hotel. The event featured Winnipeg poets 
Chandra Mayor and Drek Daa. 
 
LCP member Di Brandt finished up as writer in residence at the Winnipeg Library. 
 
Poet and Governor General winner Katherena Vermette won Winnipeg’s On the Same Page contest, meaning 
her poetry book, North End Love Songs, was voted by members of the public to be the featured book of 
Manitoba’s biggest book club. As a result, copies of her book were given away to the public. 
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Winnipeg continues to host a number of reading series, such as Library Out Loud and Speaking Crow, through 
the Manitoba Writers Collective that gives poets a chance to share their work with Winnipeg audiences. As 
well, poetry workshops and readings by visiting poets are offered by the Manitoba Writers Guild. 
 
McNally Robinson also provides a venue for poetry readings and workshops and carries many local Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan poets. 
 
Poet Ariel Gordon won the Lansdowne Prize for Poetry for her book Stowaways at this year’s Manitoba Book 
Awards. 

 
Associate Member Representative 
Lesley Strutt  
 
As the only associate member on the National Council, I have the amazing privilege of working with and being 
inspired by poets farther along in their poetic careers than I am. At the same time, I stand for all of you who are 
in the early stages of your poetic journey and I hope I am your voice on Council. Please remember, I am happy 
to hear from you.  
 
I would like to remind all Associate Members that you are eligible to receive reading fees during National 
Poetry Month if you are reading at a League related event. I encourage you to attend local poetry groups and 
get to know the poets in your area. You can host an event yourself or co-host one and apply for funds for the 
readers. I organized, along with new member Dean Steadman, the launch event in Ottawa of the Great 
Canadian PoeTrain, and what a wonderful time we had hosting poets from BC, Ontario, and Quebec who were 
beginning their train journey in Ottawa and travelling across the country to celebrate National Poetry month.  I 
was also able to attend the 2015 Ottawa Versefest with incoming president Ayesha Chatterjee. It was inspiring 
how many poets attended, and the poets who presented were outstanding.  
 
With Sue McMaster as consulting editor, I edited and designed the latest Feminist Caucus open reading 
chapbook, If there is somewhere to go, which contains beautiful poems from both full and associate members 
of the League of Canadian Poets Feminist Caucus.  
 
The League of Canadian Poets is an entity that supports us all in our poetic journeys. I encourage you to attend 
the League’s National Conference where you’ll meet the most amazing poets. The League is always looking for 
ways to mentor poets, and by getting involved, you will know when the opportunities arise. The Listserv is a 
lively forum for asking your questions and reading about other poets, learning from their experiences and their 
questions as well. Finally, remember that you are eligible for payback from Access Copyright for poems 
published each year. It’s easy to sign up and the forms are simple to complete. The League can advise you on 
most if not all poetry related issues and we want to serve you.  
 
Membership Committee (Print and Spoken Word) Annual Report 
Anne Burke 
 
I want to thank our volunteers Bernice Lever and Concetta Principe (for Print) and Ian Ferrier and Tanya 
Evanson (for Spoken Word) who have worked diligently and professionally in processing the numerous 
membership applications we have received over the last number of months. The list below is an indicator of 
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region by name but is incomplete because, as I write, more applications are being processed. All of  the 
Committee's work was done via email, after Ingel mailed us copies of the books from the League Office, along 
with completed application forms, including biographical and bibliographical information. In some instances, 
books were forthcoming, available in typescript or electronic copy only.  
 
As Chair I have the pleasure of reading and evaluating the submissions, sharing responses during deliberations, 
and communicating decisions directly to the applicants. Our Past Chair has guided me from his perspective. 
Ingel is invaluable by initiating and then following up with completing the process. National Council makes 
suggestions and recommendations about refining procedures which are immediately implemented. 
 
Our outreach program involves inviting the short-listed authors of League awards (except the Raymond 
Souster) to join the League without a screening process. Most are enthusiastic, some limited by funds. In 
addition, Ingel and I also reached out to all those non-members who entered our contests, with additional 
information about how they can apply. Brian had suggested contacting GG, Trillium, and other awards short-
listed poets to offer Full Membership (if we have access to their contact information, presumably). 
 
Full Membership: Merle Amodeo (Toronto, Ontario)  
Full Membership: Lilly Barnes (Toronto Ontario) 
Full Membership: Tina Biello (Nanoose Bay BC) 
Full Membership: Jeevan Bhagwat (Scarborough, Ontario) 
Full Membership: Ali Blythe (Victoria, BC) 
Full Membership: Jane Byers (Nelson B.C.) 
Full Membership: Shirley Camia (Toronto, Ontario) 
Full Membership: Amanda Earl (Ottawa Ontario) 
Full Membership: Lawrence Feuchtwanger (Vancouver) 
Full Membership: Fabienne Calvert Filteau (Smithers BC) 
Full Membership: Derek Hanebury (Vancouver Island BC) 
Full Membership: (Elena E. Johnson, Vancouver BC) 
Full Membership: Ralph Kolewe (Toronto, Ontario) 
Full Membership: Dilys Leman (Toronto Ontario) 
Full Membership: Sheryl Loeffler (Waterloo Ontario)  
Full Membership: Susan Paddon (Margaree Harbour NS) 
Full Membership: Lishai Peel (Toronto, Ontario) Spoken Word 
Full Membership: Monty Reid (Ottawa Ontario) 
Full Membership: Sharanpal Ruprai (Calgary, AB.) 
Full Membership: Daniel G. Scott (Victoria, B.C.) 
Full Member: Cora Siré (Montréal, Québec) 
Full Membership: Dean Steadman (Ottawa Ontario) 
Full Membership: Aaron Tucker (Toronto Ontario) 
Full Membership: Terry Watada (Toronto, Ontario) 
Full Membership: John Wing Jr. (Sunland, California) 
Full Membership: Ella Zeltserman (Edmonton, Alberta) 
Full Membership: Feng Zhou (Markham, Ontario) 
 
Associate Membership: Michael Casteels (Kingston Ontario) 
Associate Membership: Ron Chase (Kingston, Ontario) 
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Associate Membership: Nathan Dueck (Calgary AB/Winkler Manitoba) 
Associate Membership: Graham Ducker (0shawa Ontario) 
Associate Membership: Heather Finton (Whitehorse, Yukon) 
Associate Membership: Ryan Gibbs (Salt Spring Island BC) 
Associate Membership: Alexandra Gilbert (St. John's Newfoundland) Student 
Associate Membership: Katherine J. Munro (Whitehorse Yukon) 
Associate Membership: Danny Peart (Vancouver BC) 
Associate Membership: Jessica Popeski (Toronto, Ontario) 
Associate Membership: Angeline Schellenberg (Winnipeg, MB) 
Associate Membership: Nan Williamson (Peterborough Ontario) 
 
The Feminist Caucus of the League of Canadian Poets 
Anne Burke 
 
This has been a busy and productive year for The Feminist Caucus and the Living Archives Series of Chapbooks. 
There were monthly reports sent to the members with the League newsletter and posted on the League 
website (under programs) of "News from the Feminist Caucus", with member news, reviews, and various on-
going initiatives. Sonja Greckol has put together the panel, for Winnipeg, of Kerry Ryan, Chair, Sally Ito, Di 
Brandt, and Liz Howard, on Saturday, May 30, at 1:15 pm LCP Feminist Caucus Panel Women 
Mentoring/Mentoring Women, followed by our brief business meeting (to plan the 2016 panel) & Open 
Reading until 2:45 pm  ALL WELCOME! Radisson Hotel Downtown Winnipeg Ambassador H, 12th floor. 
 
Penn Kemp, winner of the prestigious Golden Beret Award, will read at 2 p.m. Activist poet, performer and 
playwright, Penn Kemp is Creative Age London Writer-in-Residence. She is the inaugural Poet Laureate for 
London, Ontario (2010-12), a Life Member of the League of Canadian Poets, and a recipient of the Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee medal. Since her first book was published by Coach House Press in 1972, she has 
been pushing textual and aural boundaries, often in participatory performance work. Penn has published 
twenty-six books of poetry and drama, had six plays and ten CDs produced as well as several award-winning 
videopoems. 
 
DI Brandt — WOMEN MENTORING/MENTORING WOMEN panel discussion 
Winnipeg is the home of MAWA, an exemplary network of professional and emerging professional women 
artists, who sponsor numerous mentorships, conferences, and other events for, by and with professional and 
emerging professional women artists each year.  They have been going for 25 years, and have a very broad and 
robust membership and support base, and their own office space on Main Street.  
 
I think the professional writing community should consider a similar network for women mentoring/mentoring 
women, at both the local and national levels, in this day and age when many of the feminist gains we worked so 
hard for in literary circles in the 70s and 80s are being eroded through funding cutbacks, or else being absorbed 
into academic networks with their institutional agendas.  I have written up a brief proposal for what such a 
network might look like in the literary field, and will pass this out with the hope that there will be further 
discussion about this throughout the AGM, and perhaps we could make something like this happen through the 
League over the next year. 
 
Liz Howard: In this talk I will discuss the mentorship I received (both formally and informally) by poets Margaret 
Christakos, Erin Mouré, and Lisa Robertson. Specifically, I will focus on the importance of walking, engagement 

15 
 



League of Canadian Poets Annual Report 2014-2015 

 

with site and community, and writing an embodied text. 
 
Sally Ito: My topic on the panel will be about ‘Translation as a Collaborative Art Practice’ where I will refer to 
my work translating the poetry of Japanese children’s poet Misuzu Kaneko with my aunt, Michiko Tsuboi, as 
well as working with fellow German-reading poets Sarah Klassen and Joanne Epp to translate the 17th century 
German poet, Catharina Regina Von Greiffenberg.  Bringing the work of women poets from the past into 
English through collaboration with other women poet-translators has been a real delight for me, and I think it is 
possible that more of this kind of mentoring and collaborative work can be done with poets who have second 
languages.  I’ve also done some work reciting and performing the poetry of Tagore with an Indo Canadian artist, 
Nandita Selvanathan who can translate from the Sanskrit and Bengali into English. 
 
During the agm we will launch Cautionary Tales: Giving Voice to the Elders (2014 panel), edited by Magie 
Dominic,  Introduction, by Cathy Ford; " Harnessing the Fear of Isolation", by Magie Dominic; "Lift-off Yellow & 
"Cosmic Blue", by Anne Burke; "This Is Now. As I Said, What Else Can I DO?", by Susan McMaster; with poems, 
"I Talk to My Dog", by Bernice Lever; "Double Vision, i" by Penn Kemp, and "Missing Sisters", by Katerina 
Fretwell. We will also launch  If There is Somewhere to Go: Poems from the Feminist Caucus, Open Reading, 
Toronto, 2014, co-edited by Lesley Strutt and Susan McMaster, VOLUME THREE, also with poems from Louise 
Carson, Dennis Reid, Laurence Hutchman, Lynn Tait, Niki Koulouris, Ellen S. Jaffe, Katerina Fretwell, Honey 
Novick, Mary Lou Soutar-Hynes, Anna Yin, Claudia Coutu-Radmore, Eric Folsom, Lillian Allen, Susan McMaster, 
Lesley Strutt, and myself. 
 
The printing costs of the Living Archives Series have been donated in kind over the years. 

 

 
Public Lending Right: Annual Report  
Beatriz Hausner 
 
As I arrive at the half-way mark of my two-year mandate as Chair of the Commission, I feel that Public Lending 
Right has turned an important corner. This past February, 9.7 million dollars were distributed to 16,865 Canadian 
authors.  The implementation of the minimum hit payment of 50 dollars, combined with the sliding scale 
introduced in past years, have brought a degree of modernization to the manner in which funding for PLR is 
allocated. This means that newer titles are remunerated more robustly, mirroring more closely the arch in the life 
of the book itself. While these measures were introduced to address the challenge of calibrating a constant 
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increase in registered titles against a static budget, establishing a “floor” has resulted in a minimum payment that 
is meaningful in terms of monetary value. I am of the opinion that through careful and informed deliberation, over 
the years the Commission has introduced methods to make the PLR budget go far. I am confident that the program 
is valued and will be defended by the Canada Council, so that, if future governments see themselves as supporters 
of arts and culture, funding to Canadian poets for the use of their books in Canadian public libraries may very well 
see an increase. 
 
As Chair of the Commission I had occasion to meet face to face with Canada Council Director Simon Brault. I was 
impressed by how well he understands the program, the challenges authors, libraries and publishers face. 
Throughout, Mr. Brault has been open and supportive, while demonstrating depth of understanding and 
knowledge of the history of Public Lending Right.  
 
In the fall of 2014 consultants Paul Whitney and Ken Roberts were hired to carry out a study that will inform future 
means of sampling titles in public libraries, one which more readily reflects regional diversity in the use of books by 
the Canadian public. That study is now in its final stages, with the team set to report to the Commission at its June 
meeting. As well, 2016 will see the introduction payment for use of eBooks by Canadian authors.  
 
I look forward to speaking with you personally at the AGM in Winnipeg, where I will be doing a presentation on the 
PLR program to both you, and to members of The Writers Union of Canada. I will also be speaking at the LCP 
Annual General Meeting, specifically about poetry books in Canadian public Libraries. I look forward to meeting 
you in person. 
 
Access Copyright Report 
Kelly-Anne Riess 
 
This year, with Payback, Access Copyright re-introduced its creator affiliation agreement.    
  
Throughout most of AC’s history, creators affiliated with a legal document that included a grant of rights, much like 
publishers still do.  Late last decade, however, there was a feeling that creator affiliation was lower than it should 
be in part because some creators were intimidated by the dense legal document and reluctant to assign rights to a 
lifetime of work without the benefit of legal counsel—a prohibitive cost for most.  
  
In 2009 a decision was made to move away from a legal assignment of rights towards a creator registration 
process.  Creator registration no longer required the signed grant, but enabled creators to receive the annual 
Payback payment and to be paid directly when their works were used under full-reporting licenses.  It was a very 
successful program in that respect, growing the number of creators receiving direct payments from AC by more 
than 25% in just a few years.  
  
In 2010 AC’s board updated the distribution guidelines based primarily on recommendations from the 
independent Friedland Report.  These changes necessitated affiliation agreement updates for many long-standing 
creator affiliates who were offered a choice between signing revised agreements or becoming creator 
registrants—the majority opted for the latter.    
  
What Access did not anticipate then was the nature of the opposition it faces today and the extent to which the 
legitimacy of its representation of rightsholder’s grants would be challenged, both in court and in public forums. It 
is for these reasons, and also because so much has changed in the licensing environment that Access now believes 
it necessary to reintroduce a legal document for creator affiliation. In order to continue serving rightsholders as 
Access has in the past, it will need to be able to demonstrate grants of rights that accurately reflect the way 
content is copied today.                
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Financially, Access Copyright’s 2014 revenue was $21 million which was over budget by $1.2 million. The year’s 
expenses were under budget by $534K thanks to stringent cost controls and lower than budgeted tariff costs due 
to the delay in the post sec tariff hearing. The combination of better than expected revenues and lower than 
budgeted expenses resulted in a year-end surplus of $1.5 million against a budgeted deficit of $242K. Total 
distributions were $18.6 million, which was $3.0 million over the 2014 target. 
 
Over the past year, Access Copyright worked to facilitate seamless content use across technological platforms and 
to reinforce the value received when published material is used. It developed new services designed to enhance 
the appeal of its existing offerings, while initiating new dialogue and pilot projects aimed at meeting the evolving 
content needs of customers: 
 
• Repertoire discovery tool convenient search and permissions tool for licensees. 
• K-12 Pilot Project aiming to put more Canadian content in classrooms.  
• More flexible and affordable licence options for Universities & Colleges.  
• Further addressing copyright and content access needs of academic libraries.  
• Further quantifying the impact of new interpretations of “Fair Dealing.” 
 
In 2015, Access Copyright plans to develop and implement services that provide seamless copyright clearance and 
content access in digital platforms, clarify scope of fair dealing and other exceptions, and position Access Copyright 
as a legitimate and credible facilitator addressing the needs and concerns of both creators and users in a changing 
copyright landscape. 
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