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Finding the funding you need to
support your work can be challenging.

The good news is that there are
many incredible funding bodies

throughout Canada who provide
support for writers and poets who

are creating, showcasing, or
publicizing their work.

 
It can be overwhelming to know

where to get started when securing
funding. We’ve put together a quick,
step-by-step guide that can help you
work through the process of applying

for and securing funding for your
poetry and writing projects.

 
This quick guide will take you through
the process of researching, planning

and writing excellent grant
applications that will help you secure
the funding you need to support your

poetry career.



Brainstorming: 
What Do You Need Funding for?

Many writers will apply for funding for
anything and everything, and this

strategy has benefits. But, by focusing
on identified priorities for funding, you

can be more effective in your
strategy for securing the money that

you need.
 

It can be helpful to consider all of the
projects that you may receive funding
for – and prioritize the ones that are

most important for you in the next
year. If you’ve just put out a new book,

then a focus on touring or travel
support may be essential. 

 
If you have just come up with a new
idea, you may be looking for funding

to support living expenses or research
costs while you create. This step can

help you to gain clarity over your
goals and needs as you plan your

applications.



In the next year, which of the following
items will you most need financial support
to accomplish? (feel free to add goals of
your own)
 
o   Travel
o   Touring
o   Professional Development
o   Research
o   Writing Support
o   Living Expenses
o   Marketing
o   Publicity
o   Event
o   Series of Events
o   Festival
o   International
o   Teaching in Schools
o    ________________(other)
o    ________________(other)
o    ________________(other)
o    ________________(other)
 
As you move into the next phase of
researching potential funding opportunities,
having these priorities in mind will be helpful.
 

 



On the next page, you’ll find a list of many National
funding bodies that provide Federal and Provincial
support for writers. Be sure to review this list of
funding bodies to see if any match the goals you
identified above. This list is not exhaustive, but
makes a great starting point for your research.
Every funding body may have multiple funding
streams you are interested in pursuing.
Federal and Provincial Sources of Funding for
Poets
·       Canada Council for the Arts (Federal)
·       Access Copyright (National)
·       Writers’ Trust (National) [LF1] 
·       Alberta Foundation for the Arts (Alberta)
·       Arts New Brunswick (New Brunswick)
·       Manitoba Arts Council (Manitoba) 
·       NWT Arts Council (Northwest Territories)
·       Arts Nova Scotia (Nova Scotia)
·       Nunavut Arts Development Program (Nunavut)
·       Ontario Arts Council (Ontario)
·       Ontario Trillium Foundation (Ontario)
·       PEI Arts Grants (Prince Edward Island)
·       Conseil des arts et des lettres du Quebec
·       Saskatchewan Arts Board
·       Yukon Arts Funding (Yukon Territories)
·       Newfoundland and Labrador Arts Council
(Newfoundland)
·       British Columbia Arts Council (British
Columbia)
·       ________________(other)
·       ________________(other)
·       ________________(other)
·       ________________(other)
 

Finding Sources of Funding

https://canadacouncil.ca/funding/grants
https://acfoundation.ca/grants/
https://www.writerstrust.com/programs
https://www.affta.ab.ca/
http://artsnb.ca/site/en/programs/
https://artscouncil.mb.ca/grants/
https://www.nwtartscouncil.ca/tools.asp
https://artsns.ca/grants-awards/grants/grants-individuals
https://gov.nu.ca/edt/programs-services/community-tourism-and-cultural-industries-program
http://www.arts.on.ca/
https://otf.ca/apply-grant
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/innovation-pei/arts-grants-program
https://www.calq.gouv.qc.ca/en/
https://saskartsboard.com/menu/grants/grant-programs.html
http://www.tc.gov.yk.ca/arts_funding.html
http://www.nlac.ca/index.htm
http://www.bcartscouncil.ca/deadlines_date.html


Municipal, Regional and Other Sources
of Funding for Poets
 
There are also many sources of
regional funding that can provide
excellent funding for poets. You’ll want
to research local arts councils,
foundations, city programs, and arts
collectives to see who may provide
grants in your area. You can make note
of some of the best options below:
 
 
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
o   __________________
 

Finding Sources of Funding



Choosing Grants to Pursue
Once you’ve completed your research and know which
grants you may want to apply for, it is time to narrow down
your options. It may be tempting to apply for every grant
that you are eligible to receive. But it can be more
productive to focus on a small list of grants that are most
suited to your needs.
 
Review your list of grants and decide which are most relevant
for what you need in terms of:
 
-- Timing: Be sure that the timing of the grant application,
eligible time window, and awards match the timeframe you
need
 
-- Funding level: It can be helpful to rank your list of grants by
those that award the most funding
 
-- Eligibility: Focusing on the grants that you are most likely
to receive first. If some seem possible but less likely, rank
them slightly lower
 
-- Scope: Focus on the grants that most closely fit the
project you are hoping to complete. If you find that you need
to alter your plans to fit the eligibility requirements of a grant,
you may want to focus on other areas
 
You should narrow down your list of potential applicants to a
manageable level. This will allow you to focus on the
applications and funding that are most helpful to you.
 



Using a Grant Writing Schedule

Once you have narrowed down a list of grants you would
like to pursue, it can be helpful to create a detailed list and
schedule to make the process more manageable. This will
require you to:
 
1. Read the guidelines thoroughly to ensure you understand
the application requirements and eligibility for funding.
 
2. Make note of any application due dates, supporting
documentation, and other requirements necessary to apply.
 
3. Create an application schedule for each grant deadline,
making sure you set aside enough time to complete each
component of your selected grant.

It can be helpful to break each application down into very
small components that you complete over time.

 
4. Create a schedule for gathering supporting materials.
This should include time for thorough proofreading, and a
few buffer days in case your schedule is delayed.
 
5. Follow your application schedule carefully. This will ensure
that your applications are complete and reflective of the
excellent work you’re doing.
 
You can use this template to help to plan your funding
applications in detail.
 
 

Choosing Grants to Pursue



Here are a few tips you can use for putting together successful
grant application
 
-- Plan ahead: Planning ahead makes it much more likely that you will
secure the grants you need. Looking at the next full year is the most
effective way to manage your grant applications
 
-- Get familiar with your funding bodies: Every funder has different
relationships, community, and goals tied to their funding. It is important
that you get to know each funding body, your grant officer (where
applicable) and the goals that this organization is hoping to achieve.
This will help you to craft better applications, and plan your writing and
promotional events to be in line with your funders
 
-- Ask questions early and often: Many essential questions about a
grant will only emerge once you’ve begun your application. Beginning
your application early gives you the chance to ask important questions
and make use of the answers you receive.
 
-- Write clearly and directly: Be sure that you provide a clear,
accurate, and thorough description of your project and how you will
make use of funding. Just as importantly, be sure that you make note of
your funder’s goals and eligibility requirements, and clearly lay out why
your project matches the goals they hope to achieve.
 
 

Writing Amazing Grant Applications



Here are a few tips you can use for putting together successful
grant application
 
-- Write for a new audience: When you write a grant application, you
should assume that those reading it will have no idea who you are, or
why the activities you’re planning are important. This will help you to
ensure that all essential information is included in your application. 
 
-- Provide supporting materials: Many grant applications will allow you
to provide supporting materials for your application. Letters of support,
information from your publisher, and supporting materials from
organizations that have endorsed your work can make the difference
between a successful and unsuccessful grant.
 
-- Give yourself time to proofread: Sometimes, the difference
between an average and amazing grant application is simply taking the
time to review what you’ve written.
 
-- Get feedback: If you’ve applied for a grant (successfully or
unsuccessfully) it can be very helpful to receive feedback on how your
application can be improved. This can help you to ensure that your
applications are stronger and more successful each time you submit.
 
-- Try again: Many writers feel defeated when they do not receive a
grant that they worked so hard to apply for. It is important to
remember that each jury is different, each funding body has different
priorities, and that there is huge competition for every grant available,
and an unsuccessful grant is no indication of the quality of your work.
 

Writing Amazing Grant Applications
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