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The League invites current members of the organization
to complete a survey to help the Board of Directors
better understand the organization's membership
demographics, program value, and member priorities. 

The full survey should take approximately 5-10 minutes
to complete. 

Complete the survey by January 7, 2026 for a chance to
win one of three $250 gift cards to an indie bookstore of
your choosing!

Fill out the LCP member survey here.

What we're surveying for:

League membership demographics

The League seeks to better understand how particular groups are uniquely affected –
encouraged, discouraged, empowered, included, excluded, etc. – by the League’s work.
Information gathered in the first four questions, in combination with the rest of your
survey answers, well help us shape a way forward to creating inclusive and accessible
programs, services, policies, and procedures.

Program and service value

The three questions in this section will help us evaluate the reach and impact of our
programs and services.

Membership value

In April 2025, the League raised its fees for the first time in 15 years, and the organization
was grateful for the support from our membership in response to this. In order to keep
pace with inflation, the League will need to continually assess membership fees, and
likely implement increases from time to time. The five questions in this section will help
the Board of Directors understand the impact of membership fees, and the best potential
ways forward.

In-person conference

Until 2020, the League held an annual in-person conference that typically consisted of 2-4
panels, 1-2 workshops, 2-3 open mics, the Anne Szumigalski Lecture, and an awards gala.
The last five questions, when referring to an in-person conference, mean a 2-3 day event
held on a weekend consisting of similar programming as listed above. For access and
equity purposes, the AGM would be held separately, online only.

https://airtable.com/appuHk9uCtB3vEeyd/pagrdykPCDjeKdmRV/form
https://airtable.com/appuHk9uCtB3vEeyd/pagrdykPCDjeKdmRV/form
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A letter from the League's Board of Directors
September 2025 – In its earliest years, through the 60s and 70s, the League’s small
membership was filled with energy and inspiration in a social climate that welcomed arts
innovation – they pioneered new kinds of poetry and arts programming, received funding
for it, and took it on the road. This formed the basis of what the League would continue to
grow around: an organization that keeps poetry moving, keeps poets on the arts scene,
and keeps culture alive.

The changes the League made to adapt to the COVID-19 pandemic meant the
organization was able to survive, where many others weren’t: our dedicated membership,
our committed Board, and poetry lovers across Canada kept this pocket of Canadian arts
alive throughout an impossible time. And now, embarking on a new normal, we often
find ourselves at odds, each of us trying to find footing in a hostile, unfamiliar place.

The past decade has been rife with grief: tragedy after tragedy in the world, far away and
close to home, have destabilized nearly everything that we all used to rely on. And our
members have grieved some parts of the League: the loss of in-person gatherings, a
change from feeling like one of a kind to one of 1,000, and updates and changes to how
programs and services are accessed and delivered. Our community has grieved the loss of
incredible poets, with full careers and with careers cut too short, too early. We have
grieved, and we have sought solace, and we have sought company – and when our
members have sought the company of each other, it often looked so different from its
past as to be unrecognizable.

No organization can be all things to all people, but we do want the League to feel like
home for our poets, and it’s with some sadness that we come to you today with an
update on the member motion for an in-person conference. After carefully evaluating the
operational and financial impact, the Board has determined it is not feasible to commit to
going ahead with a conference in 2027.

Here’s why
At a time when festivals, arts organizations, and writers are grappling with widespread
loss of public funding, the League is the grateful recipient of operating funding from the
Canada Council for the Arts, Ontario Arts Council, and Toronto Arts Council, for which we
have already been approved. These funds must be used as outlined in our applications
and reported on each year. Funders are entitled to withdraw their support if they do not
feel a grant recipient has used their grant in accordance with their original application.
Funders may also deny future applications that do not serve our members, poetry, and
the wider public in a way that aligns with their own strategic priorities.

The Board’s legal responsibility is to ensure the continued survival of the League.



ST@NZAST@NZA
OCTOBER 2025  |   POETS.CA  |  INFO@POETS.CA

OCTOBER 2025 VOL. 22.3

OCTOBER 2025 MEMBER NEWS BULLETIN | PAGE 3

The long-term survival of the League is paramount to the continued presence and
support of poets and poetry in the Canadian literary landscape. After intensive
investigation, the Board has determined that to reallocate more than $50,000 of the
organization’s programming budget would put our future at risk. A detailed breakdown
of costs can be found in the 2025 AGM Member Package.

Supporting poets and their work is the League’s priority.

Although the League currently supports more than 300 poets annually with honoraria
and travel payments, the demand for funding is already more than double what the
current budget can support. Reallocating any amount of money for an in-person
conference would force the League to cut this already limited funding. This hurts not just
the overall reach and impact of our programs, but the individual careers of poets
across Canada.

From now through to December 2026, the League has a small team with just one full-
time staff member, with no budget to increase staffing. The volunteer Board members
work to guide the organization in the best interests of the membership, while giving up
their own access to member benefits. Over the past ten years, League programming for
poets has doubled and diversified: the League funds more poets, publishes more
poetry, and supports more events than ever before--all without increasing
administrative expenses or staff resources.

Planning for the future

Although a 2027 conference is not feasible for the League, the Board has a goal of
increased in-person programming, and will continue to evaluate the potential of
organizing and hosting an in-person poetry conference with the following conditions: the
conference must not operate at a financial lost, and must serve a minimum of 15% of the
membership. The organization is committed to completing the essential work outlined in
the 2024-2027 strategic plan.

Engaging you, our membership

Our 2025 AGM brought to light many questions of transparency at the League, and our
Board will work closely with the Executive Staff to develop public policies and new
procedures to increase transparency and create more efficient mechanisms for member
input. First and foremost, we will be addressing the way that members can bring
programming questions and concerns to the attention of the Board of Directors, and how
and when the wider membership should be consulted and polled.

https://poets.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/2025-LCP-AGM-Member-Package-1.pdf


ST@NZAST@NZA
OCTOBER 2025  |   POETS.CA  |  INFO@POETS.CA

OCTOBER 2025 VOL. 22.3

OCTOBER 2025 MEMBER NEWS BULLETIN | PAGE 4

Anti-harassment and accountability strategies at the League
October 21, 2025 -The League is dedicated to maintaining a diverse and inclusive environment for
members, staff, volunteers, and program participants, a goal that is supported by regularly reviewed
inclusion and anti-harassment policies. Recently, League Board and staff have received an increased
volume of hostile communications from members, including messages of bullying, condescension, and
character assassination.

Each member of the Board of Directors has and will continue to lead in good faith for the organization.
With this in mind, we would like to reiterate the organization’s anti-harassment standards and
accountability strategies.

With the 2024-2027 Strategic Plan approaching its halfway point, the Board will continue to review
League policies and strategies, with an increased attention to transparency. Members interested in
becoming involved with the finance, operations, and governance of the organization are encouraged to
respond to calls for Board volunteers when seats are available.

Anti-harassment
Nobody on the League staff or Board is required to engage with aggressive, abusive, or hostile
communications from members; continued abusive communications may result in a suspension of
membership
Members of the League have a right to professional communication standards from the League staff
and Board
Harassment and bullying complaints may be submitted directly to any member of the League staff or
Board

Accountability
To members

Annual budget presented each year at AGM
Financial statements presented each year at AGM
Programming report presented each year at AGM
Board-reviewed policies supporting program fund disbursal
Member-wide survey distributed every 2-3 years
Townhalls for open forum discussion

Strategic plan
Developed by the Board to guide the organization in line with mission, mandate, and values, and in
the best interest of the membership and long-term success of the organization
Reported on annually at the AGM, and quarterly to the Board of Directors

Within the Board of Directors
Term limits
Code of conduct

To the organization
Reports to external funders
Annual staff reviews
Annual financial audit

It is the League’s goal to provide a reasonable level of transparency and responsiveness to members
surrounding application and selection processes, finance, and governance; however, staff time is limited,
and individual requests for operational transparency cannot always be accommodated.



Make sure to subscribe to our poetry
newsletter Between the Lines to
catch all the latest opportunities,
whether it’s calls for submissions,
prizes, contests, residencies, festivals,
and more! 

Click here to
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Poetry Pause Archive

Events

Fresh Voices Archive

Microgrants & Bursaries

Contests & Awards

Member Directory

Member Hub

Donate

Instagram | Facebook

Poetry Neighbourhood 

Subscribe to Between the LinesSubscribe to Between the Lines

Louise Carson
Louise Carson has recently had
poetry in: The Dalhousie Review;
Soliloquies; filling station; Autumn
Moon Haiku Journal; Montreal Serai;
Frogpond; Nod; Presence; The
Sakura Haiku Challenge Anthology;
Jonah; Seashores; and the t'Emz
review. And her tenth mystery novel,
The Cat Laughs, which features
poets and poetry, is now out from
Signature Editions.

George Elliott Clarke
Canadar Kobi George Elliott Clarke
Er Nirbachito Onudito Kobita.
[Canadian Poet George Elliott
Clarke: His Selected, Translated
Poetry.] Ed. & Trans. Farzana Naz
Shampa. Dhaka, Bangladesh: Srijon
Publisher, 2025. George Elliott
Clarke's poetry in book-length
Bangla translation was published in
Bangladesh in February.

“5 Poets Breaking Into Song: At 17
(Liberation Celebration).” Presented
by George Elliott Clarke (GEC) and
Heliconian Club. Hosts: Giovanna
Riccio amd GEC. Readings of poems
by GEC, El Jones, Gloria Maxx, Leilah
Nadir, Giovanna Riccio, Yeshim
Ternar, and Andrea Thompson. 

Songs for 5 Poets composed by
Eddie Bullen, Emily Hiemstra, D.D.
Jackson, Juliet Palmer, Nevawn
Patrick, and James Rolfe. Vocalist:
Usha (Karen Usha Gray). Pianist:
Narmina Afandiyeva. (All songs were
commissioned by GEC; except
Jackson & Jones’s “Africville,” which
was—co-commissioned by the
Halifax Public Library.) Live
presentation, Heliconian Hall,
Toronto (ON), May 8, 2025. 

On behalf of Chapman University,
the University of Calabria, and the
Ferruci Institute for Italian
Experience and Research, GEC and
Giovanna Riccio co-taught a Poetry
Workshop for the Italian Diaspora
Writing Seminar 2025, at The Grand
Hotel San Michele, Cetraro, Italy, May
23-20, 2025.

GEC poem, "Observing the Tower of
Belem," is included in the Hangzhou
City Exhibition: “Nautical Poetics:
Encyclopedic Poetry School’s
International Invitational Exhibition
of Maritime Poetry--for Hearts That
Brave the Uncharted.” Hangzhou
Shopping Plaza, Hangzhou, People’s
Republic of China, June 24, 2025.

Fall Poetry Intensive 
November 15-16
The Fall 2025 Online Poetry
Intensive will feature six
sessions over two days that
are dedicated to exploring
the craft of poetry. This two-
day online conference is free
for members of the League.

Find out more and register.

Cross Pollinations
October 29, 6pm EDT
"Shifts in Practice," with poet-
musician Leah CL and poet-
physician Lori-Anne Noyahr,
is a reading and discussion
on lived transitions that
shame and inform our
guests' creative and medical
practices. 
Find out more and register.

https://mailchi.mp/poets.ca/betweenthelines
https://mailchi.mp/poets.ca/betweenthelines
https://poets.ca/offerings/programs/bookreviewsarchive/
https://poets.ca/offerings/programs/poetrypauselibrary/
https://poets.ca/offerings/programs/events/
https://poets.ca/offerings/funding/
https://poets.ca/offerings/awards/
https://poets.ca/membership/#directory/
https://poets.ca/membership/memberhub/
https://poets.ca/support/#donate
https://www.instagram.com/canadianpoets/
https://www.facebook.com/canadianpoets/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canadianpoets
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canadianpoets
https://poets.ca/intensivefall2025/
https://poets.ca/cross-pollinations-oct2025/
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Catherine-Esther Cowie
Catherine-Esther Cowie’s debut
collection, Heirloom (Carcanet Press,
2025) was recently shortlisted for the
Jerwood Prize (Forward) for Best
First Collection. This is a collection of
powerful monologues, narrative
poems and lyrics depicting the
rippling effect of trauma upon four
generations of women. The
collection leaves haunting questions
about what we remember and how
we tell the stories of the past and to
whom. Should all stories be told?
Which stories free us and which
stories entrap?” You can pick up a
copy here. 

Rebecca Diem
THE POET LAUREATE'S COMMUNITY
REVUE, November 22 & 23, 2025
OWEN SOUND | The Poet Laureate’s
Community Revue is a celebration of
collaboration, bringing together
local artists from diverse artistic
disciplines to create new works and
showcase existing collaborations
created during the tenure of Owen
Sound Poet Laureate Rebecca Diem.

Get inspired by a collection of visual
and experiential poetry during the
two-day multi-arts exhibit in the
Harmony Centre Commons (Sat &
Sun), followed by an exclusive
matinee performance (Sun only)
where Diem will perform her
collection of works inspired by beach
walks with a sleeping baby
alongside a series of ephemeral co-
creations developed in collaboration
with her community.

Established in 2007 by former Owen
Sound & North Grey Union Public
Library CEO Judy Beth Armstrong,
the poet laureate program seeks to 

support and highlight the literary
arts in the area. The work of the poet
laureate culminates with the
creation of a legacy project which is
a unique and lasting contribution to
the community.

As Diem's legacy project, The Poet
Laureate's Community Revue aims
to bridge the gap between various
creative mediums, encouraging
poets, musicians, visual artists,
dancers (& more!) to collaborate on
unique, never-before-seen pieces—
and to inspire community members
to see the poetry of their own lives,
too.

This is a one-time only opportunity
to immerse yourself in Diem's world
of creativity, inspiration and
collaboration, and to celebrate the
power of community arts. Join us
November 22 & 23 for an
unforgettable experience. Details &
Registration

Irina Moga 
"Quantum," was released by
DarkWinter Press in July, 2025.
About "Quantum":
https://www.darkwinterlit.com/post/
darkwinter-press-new-release-
quantum-by-irina-moga.
The Spanish literary magazine
"Revista Oceanum" included three of
my poems in their April issue.

Katherine (kj) Munro
(munro)
kjmunro will be creating new work &
offering workshops & mentoring
sessions, along with about a dozen
other artists, at Keno City - Music, Art
& Literature+ Workshop, in Keno City,
Yukon Territory 13-24 June 2025.
View more info here. 

Christina Shah
Christina Shah's debut full-length
collection, if:prey, then: huntress
(Nightwood Editions) launched this
September!

Jumoke Verissimo
My  New Book, "Circumtrauma," and
a Grateful Share

It's wonderful to be a part of this
community of amazing poets. I’m
excited to share some personal news
with you all: my new book,
"Circumtrauma," (Coach House
Books) is now available for buy.

This project has been a long and
meaningful journey for me.
"Circumtrauma" compels readers to
confront the profound and often-
silenced complexities of history, the
intergenerational weight of
inherited suffering, and the urgent
need to acknowledge the diverse
experiences and perspectives of all
those impacted by the tragedy of
war. It is a testament to the
enduring power of art to bear
witness to the human condition,
offering a path towards healing and
reconciliation.

Your support means so much, and
I’m grateful for the opportunity to
share this work with you. If you're
interested, you can secure your copy
through the link below.

You can order the book here:
https://chbooks.com/Books/C/Circu
mtrauma

Thank you again for your
encouragement. I can’t wait to hear
what you think of it.

https://www.amazon.com/Heirloom-Catherine-Esther-Cowie/dp/1800174799
https://www.amazon.com/Heirloom-Catherine-Esther-Cowie/dp/1800174799
https://www.amazon.com/Heirloom-Catherine-Esther-Cowie/dp/1800174799
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-poet-laureates-community-revue-registration-1758388480279?aff=lc
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/the-poet-laureates-community-revue-registration-1758388480279?aff=lc
https://www.darkwinterlit.com/post/darkwinter-press-new-release-quantum-by-irina-moga
https://www.darkwinterlit.com/post/darkwinter-press-new-release-quantum-by-irina-moga
https://www.darkwinterlit.com/post/darkwinter-press-new-release-quantum-by-irina-moga
https://revistaoceanum.com/revista/Numero8_4.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawMKES1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFiYUFBcGhsME8xZG1GM3YxAR6hFA0esy0xZ0-9TqnyLNOOq4aPkxYKDj1xPzOjUgUV_vCYWEKWcTy0UzC4zA_aem_2jA3PKnNIrZ4b9-XGd8Uqw#page=36
https://revistaoceanum.com/revista/Numero8_4.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawMKES1leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFiYUFBcGhsME8xZG1GM3YxAR6hFA0esy0xZ0-9TqnyLNOOq4aPkxYKDj1xPzOjUgUV_vCYWEKWcTy0UzC4zA_aem_2jA3PKnNIrZ4b9-XGd8Uqw#page=36
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q1g3vgbS3bl9SbcQQlads7RQMh5Yt0MQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Q1g3vgbS3bl9SbcQQlads7RQMh5Yt0MQ/view?usp=sharing
https://nightwoodeditions.com/collections/poetry/products/9780889715028
https://chbooks.com/Books/C/Circumtrauma
https://chbooks.com/Books/C/Circumtrauma
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WELCOME TO
OUR NEWEST

MEMBERS

WELCOME TO
OUR NEWEST

MEMBERS
June 2025  - October 2025June 2025  - October 2025

Alberta
Erin Emily Ann Vance
Jide Salawu
Rena Joy

BC
Anjalica Solomon
Bradley Alvarez
Colleen Baran
Fenn Stewart
Jade Y. Liu
Jesse Holth
Katharine Lange
Petra Chambers
Shangrila Plaza
Terri Gower
Whitney French

New Brunswick
Angel T. Dionne
Louise Chase

Nova Scotia
Jaime Forsythe
Jimmy T. Cahill

Ontario
Alexander Hollenberg
Ali Sobati
Amy Gaizauskas
Anil Purohit
Avryl Bender
Carol Krause
Carol Lipszyc
Dean Steadman
Debra Black
Eileen Thalenberg
Elizabeth Mudenyo
Guy Elston
Irina Moga
Janet Edwards
Jayelle Lindsay
Jerry Prager
Kerri Huffman
Liz Huntly/Jensch
Lorenzo Cherubini
Mary Poirier
Patrick de Belen
Tahira Rajwani

Quebec
Elena Sénéchal-Becker
Jeremy Audet
Meryem Yildiz
Willow Loveday Little

Saskatchewan
Allister White

International
Catherine-Esther Cowie
Shazea Quraishi
Theresa Muñoz

Grant Wilkins
Grant Wilkins' fifth poetry chapbook
Legendary Things (in which Phyllis
Webb sings Motörhead to Basho)
has just been published by Turret
House Press! In what was supposed
to be a chance-driven exercise in
creating rough-edged and spiky
anti-haiku, the author accidentally
came up with a series of striking
little verse fragments which read like
poetic notes that have been poured
through the strings of a
Rickenbacker bass guitar. Think
Webb and Basho, with a little Jack
Daniels, and the volume turned up.
Visit https://turrethousepress.ca for
details.

To be awarded for the first time in 2026, the
Pamela Paige Porter Poetry Prize will award a
prize of $2,000 to a book-length collection of
poetry that demonstrates a masterful execution of
the themes of the beauty and meaning found in
everyday life, empathy and connection to nature,
wonder in creation, celebration of the natural
world, grief in witnessing the destruction of
nature, and hope for healing and conserving the
environment we all share – all themes that are
present in the work of Pamela Porter. Submissions
to the PPPPP will open with the League’s Cold
Moon Contests, on November 14, 2025. 

Call for Jurors

The League is seeking expressions of interest from
established poets interested in serving on the
inaugural jury for the Pamela Paige Porter Poetry
Prize. Qualified jurors will:

Have at least one full-length collection of
poetry published with an established publisher
Be willing to either read large amounts of text
on a screen, or be reimbursed to print out the
submitted manuscripts for personal use
Be available to review 50-100 manuscripts
between November 2025 and February 2026

Three jurors will be selected and provided with a
$400 honorarium each.

Please email expressions of interest to
nicole@poets.ca, addressing all points listed
above.

https://poets.ca/porterprize/
https://turrethousepress.ca/
mailto:nicole@poets.ca

