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Our final issue of ST@NZA comes to you quite late this year, after an exciting and
challenging several months here at the League. 2025 started strong for our
membership and our organization, as we reconnected with so many of you who
had taken a break from membership, or from poetry, or simply from the hustle
and bustle of doing. We have been grateful to our community for your strength,
perseverance, creativity, and support through another difficult year in the world,
and we continue to find solace in the work we do with and for Canada's poets.

I've been so grateful to our Board of Directors this year, and to our wonderful
Communications and Admin Co-ordinator Caitlin -- together, these people have
been my rock, and I cannot imagine having gotten through the year without
them. The League's Board is an empathetic, talented, and visionary group of
leaders who I am lucky to work with, and Caitlin has become the very voice of the
League, consistent and creative and engaging, always finding new ways to support
and promote the work of our ever-expanding community.

When, in the late spring, we hired an Interim Executive Director to see us
through Lesley Fletcher's maternity leave, we were excited at the prospect of
growing our programs through sponsorship and outreach, and of expanding our
network of supporters. However, by the summer we were faced with the difficulty
of losing that interim ED and pushing our staff capacity to the limit in order to
keep our programs running as-is.

And so we wrap 2025 similarly to 2024: grateful, committed to our core
programming that celebrates, promotes, and supports poetry in Canada, and
ready for a few weeks' rest. Like so many in our community, our rest is hard-
earned and much-needed, and we are keen to return in January with a new plan
to keep moving the League's work forward.

I'm wishing you all warmth, rest, food, and 
your favourite things this winter break. 
We'll talk more in 2026!

 
 

Nic Brewer
Artistic Programming Director
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Call for volunteers: Board of Directors
The League of Canadian Poets Board of Directors is pleased to share a call for nominees
for the 2026 – 2027 Board of Directors term.

Board positions to be filled:
Chair, Membership Committee
Chair, Regional Representative

Board positions open for nominations:
President

Board nominee: Jaclyn Desforges
Chair, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Committee

Board nominee (incumbent): Stuart Ian McKay

Board members are not eligible for any paid League programming, including receiving
funding through our event funding streams or other microgrant programs (eg.
Workshop and Consultation Fund, PK Page Mentorship Program, awards and contests,
etc.). We are so grateful to the members who set aside these membership benefits,
often for years at a time, in order to volunteer their time, energy, and expertise to the
governance of the organization!

Board members of the League of Canadian Poets will learn a unique set of skills in policy,
governance, and finance, as well as other industry tools that provide insight into
funding, program development, and community organizing. Contributing to the League
of Canadian Poets with a term on the Board of Directors is an incredible community
service for which we are tremendously grateful.

Nomination process: Full members in good standing are eligible for nomination to any
of the open positions, details of each of which are provided below. A Full member may
be nominated for an open seat by two additional Full members in good standing. Full
members interested in standing for election should complete the form below by March
23, 2026.

Read the full call here and submit your expression of interest.

https://poets.ca/about/careers/#bod
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Call for volunteers: membership committee
5 hours per month
Review applications
Support accessibility
Engage community

Join the Membership Committee
The League's Membership Committee is seeking volunteers to assist in reviewing
applications for full membership. This opportunity is open to League members in good
standing, at any level. Committee members review applications to evaluate the extent
of a poet's community involvement and professional accomplishment as a poet, in
adherence with the rubric at poets.ca/join.

Interested members should email a statement of interest, including any relevant
experience and a short summary of how you would approach reviewing non-
traditional applicants, to nicole@poets.ca.

60 Events for 60 Years will fund and
promote six different kinds of events:
readings and performances, poetry
slams, workshops and writing groups,
book clubs, panels, and poetry crawls.
Detailed guidelines for each kind of
event are available on this page. Events
must be free, open to the public, and
held in person. Apply today!

Complete the survey by January 7, 2026
for a chance to win one of three $250
gift cards to an indie bookstore of your
choosing!

Take the survey here.

Fresh Voices was created by Associate
Member Lesley Strutt to showcase the
great work being produced by the
League’s associate members. The
Fresh Voices program is published
weekly, with one poem featured each
Friday in Poetry Pause. 

Submit to Fresh Voices here!

https://poets.ca/60events/
https://airtable.com/appuHk9uCtB3vEeyd/pagrdykPCDjeKdmRV/form
https://airtable.com/appagAmhZWCcPgqXK/pagBDYPwRnkTiE7uO/form
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Book launch tours
Deadline is January 5, 2026. Apply here.

Reading series and festivals
Deadline is January 5, 2026. Apply here.

Poetry Pause sends a poem a day
directly to subscribers' inboxes. This
daily digital dispatch augments the
presence of Canadian poetry and
provides an opportunity for Canadian
poets – seasoned and emerging alike –
to have their poetry read by an ever-
growing audience. Submissions to
Poetry Pause can be general, but the
League also seeks submissions for
particular special calls. Submit here.

The Very Small Verse Contest, the
Pamela Paige Porter Poetry Prize, and
the Spoken Word Award are run
annually November 14 – January 20.
Winners are announced on March 21
(World Poetry Day). Deadline is
January 20, 2026. Submit here.

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERSWELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

November 2025  - December 2025November 2025  - December 2025

Alberta
Ryanne Kap

BC
Cori Howard
Duncan Shields
Kath Healing
Marg Yeo
Sylvia Taylor

Nova Scotia
Alice White
Damini Awoyiga

Ontario
Ana Rodriguez Machado
Athena Serbourne
Karl Jirgens
Maria Giesbrecht
Nadja Lubiw-Hazard

Quebec
Karen Isabel Ocana
Robin Durnford
Veronique Synnott

Saskatchewan
Medrie Purdham

https://poets.ca/offerings/funding/#tours
https://poets.ca/offerings/funding/#series
https://airtable.com/appagAmhZWCcPgqXK/pagqh00sexMFKtcGj/form
https://poets.ca/offerings/awards/#cold-moon


Make sure to subscribe to our poetry newsletter Between the Lines
to catch all the latest opportunities, whether it’s calls for submissions,
prizes, contests, residencies, festivals, and more! 

Click here to subscribeClick here to subscribe
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Poetry Pause Archive

Events

Fresh Voices Archive

Microgrants & Bursaries

Contests & Awards

Member Directory

Member Hub

Donate

Instagram | Facebook

Poetry Neighbourhood 

Subscribe to Between the LinesSubscribe to Between the Lines

Member News
Stephen Bett
Chapbook out now from Turret
House Press (Montreal). Opening
Lines by Stephen Bett

George Elliott Clarke
George Elliott Clarke and East
And West Learning Association
Proudly Presented 5 Poets
Breaking Into Song: #18 with a
Bullet (Piercing a Halloween
Balloon), featuring 9 songs by
composers Holly Arsenault, Eddie
Bullen, Emily Hiemstra, D.D.
Jackson, Juliet Palmer, and
James Rolfe for poets Lamees Al
Ethira, GEC, Michael Fraser,
Luciano Iacobelli, Roy Kiyooka,
Leilah Nadir, and Giovanna Riccio.
Poets Reciting: Al Ethira, GEC,
Fraser, Nadir, and Riccio. Singer:
Usha. Pianist: Narmina
Efendiyeva. Where: Canadian
Music Centre (Toronto, near
Wellesley TTC) When: Halloween
2025, 6:30-9:30 pm Supported by
the Canadian Music Centre and
the Canada Council for the Arts
via The Writers' Union of Canada.

Marvyne Jenoff
The 2025 Big Classy Small Works
Show and Sale was at the Arts &
Letters Club of Toronto on
Sunday November 30th. I had a
vendor's table with my two
recent books, Climbing the Rain
(poetry, 2022) and Tree and Fruit:
A Writer's Life and Work (hybrid
memoir, 2025). Four works from
my collage series, Pear Dreaming,
(two green, two orange) were on
the walls.

Kathy Mac
Kathy Mac has two reviews
forthcoming: one of recent books
by Kegan Hawthorne, Corey
Lavendar and Douglas
Walbourne Gough was accepted
by The Dalhousie Review; and
another review of recent books
by Annick MacAskill, Bren
Simmers and Bonnie Baird was
accepted by ARC Poetry
Magazine. She also had single
poems published recent issues of
The Dalhousie Review and
QWERTY.

https://mailchi.mp/poets.ca/betweenthelines
https://poets.ca/offerings/programs/bookreviewsarchive/
https://poets.ca/offerings/programs/poetrypauselibrary/
https://poets.ca/offerings/programs/events/
https://poets.ca/offerings/funding/
https://poets.ca/offerings/awards/
https://poets.ca/membership/#directory/
https://poets.ca/membership/memberhub/
https://poets.ca/support/#donate
https://www.instagram.com/canadianpoets/
https://www.facebook.com/canadianpoets/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canadianpoets
https://www.facebook.com/groups/canadianpoets
https://turrethousepress.ca/
https://turrethousepress.ca/

